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ABSTRACT

INTERPLAY BETWEEN THE DRUDE ELECTRONS LIFETIME AND

PLASMA FREQUENCY IN THE NON-EQUILIBRIUM OPTICAL PROPERTIES

OF HIGH-TEMPERATURE SUPERCONDUCTORS.

October 2010

Time-resolved optical spectroscopy is used to study the non-equilibrium state of

Bi2Sr2CaCu2O8+δ in the Normal state. Optical pump-probe technique is exploited

in this thesis work. We measure the change in reflectivity ∆R/R which is propor-

tional to the non-equilibrium quasiparticle density created by the pump laser pulse.

Dependence of these measurements on absorbed pump fluence is obtained. We for-

mulate the differential model starting from the Drude model to explain time-resolved

reflectivity versus the wavenumber with relaxation rate γD and plasma frequency ωP

as free parameters. We report the dynamics of these parameters and their dependence

on the absorbed pump fluence.
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

The first high-temperature superconductor (HTSC) has been discovered by Bednorz

and Müller in 1986[4]. Since then the question on how the superconductivity arises in

these kind of materials have been puzzling for many scientists. The question remains

open leading to strong debate in both theoretical and experimental condensed matter

physics.

In conventional superconductors superconductivity arises below Tc due to the for-

mation of condensed Cooper pairs thanks to the phonon mediated electron-electron

attraction. The Bardeen-Cooper-Schrieffer theory (BCS theory) satisfactorily ex-

plains this phenomena. The origin of Cooper pairs formation in HTSC is still un-

known. In the normal state of these systems electron-electron interactions plays a

major role and thier electronic structure can not be explained within the independent

electron approximation.

In recent years different techniques have been used to investigate the effect of low-

energy excitation in the electronic structure of cuprates. The major breakthrough in

the last decade was the discovery of the d-wave symmetry superconducting gap by mi-

crowave spectroscopy[5], evidence of electronic inhomogeneity by Scanning tunneling

spectroscopy (STS)[6] and the existance of the pseudo gap above the Tc [7].

Time-resolved techniques have recently opened a way to study the optical prop-

erties in non-equilibrium conditions on a time scale of femtosecond. Separating the

optical response of electrons, electronic excitations and phonons[8]. This technique

can address the core issue of the delicate interplay between electron-electron and

electron-phonon interaction in HTSC.

In aim of this thesis is to study the time-resolved optical properties of optimally
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doped Bi2Sr2CaCu2O8+δ (Bi2212) in the strange metal phase (T=300K). We exploit

a pump-probe experimental technique: first the non-equilibrium state is prepared by

the absorption of a short pump laser pulse of 50 fs pulse duration at an eneregy of 1.5

eV. The pump pulse perturbs the density and energy distribution of quasiparticles

and then the second tunable probe pulse is used to measure the recovery dynamics

of the system by time-resolving the changes in the optical response functions of the

medium that take place after photoexcitation.

The thesis is organized in the following way: Chapter 2 include the discussion on

general properties of HTSC and in particular for Bi2212 optimally doped. Chapter 3

presents the static optical properties and the differentail model here developed. Chap-

ter 4 is about the experimental set-up, i.e. laser source, characterization of pulses,

pump-probe technique and the main improvements in data acquisition. In chapter 5

we report the main experimental results of this thesis. Chapter 6 is devoted to the

data analysis and discussion. Finally, Chapter 7 includes the conclusive remarks of

this thesis.

1.1 Objective of this thesis

The objective of this thesis is to address the following topics:

1. Experimental study of the dynamical optical properties in the intra-band spec-

tral region of Bi2212 optimally doped.

2. Formulation of the differential model to interpret time-resolved reflectivity spec-

tra.

3. Study of the interplay between Drude electrons lifetime and the plasma fre-

quency.
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CHAPTER 2

High Temperature Superconductivity

In this chapter we are going to review some of the important properties of high

tempererature superconductors such as the Crystal structural, phase diagram and

electronic properties of cuprates including the theoretical porposals to explain the

properties of undoped or parent compound.

2.1 Crystal Structure of Cuprates

HTSC adopt layered perovskite structure. It contain CuO2 plane bridged by cation

layer, whereas groups of CuO2 planes are separated with layers containing oxygen

ions together with cations of various elements. Neighboring layers containing ions

such as Bi and Sr are useful to stabilize the structure of doped electrons or holes onto

the copper-oxide layers. These ions act as charge reservior [9].

Figure 2.1 showns the unit cell of Bi2212. The dimensions of the unit cell in the

c-axis vary strongly depending on the number of CuO2 layers, whereas in a or b axis

directions the lattice parameters are fairly constant ≈5.4 A◦.

Figure 2.1: Crystal structure of the cuprate compound Bi2212, showing the copper

(purple) and oxygen (black) layer responsible for superconductivity.
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The Bi2212 is double-layered system, which means it contains n=2 CuO2 planes in

the unit cell. The electron transport and processes responsible for superconductivity

in HTSC are believed to be intimately connected to CuO2 planes.

2.2 Phase Diagram

High temperature superconductivity is achieved when a moderate density of electrons

or holes is introduced into the parent antiferromagnetic of the cuprates. This is called

Doping. Doping usually removes electrons from the electrically active CuO2 crystal

planes containing copper and oxygen atoms, although sometimes doping add electrons

to the planes. Figure 2.2 shows schematic picture of possible doping ranges for some

common compounds. The doping can be p-type (hole doped) the right side from the

T=0 axis point while the other side is n-type (electron doped).

Figure 2.2: Generic and simplified doping dependent phase diagram of cuprates for

both electron (n) and hole (p) doping. The phases shown are the antiferromagnetic

(AF) phase close to zero doping, the superconducting phase around optimal doping,

and the pseudogap phase.

Figure 2.3 shows the temperature-doping phase diagram of Bi2212 based on trans-

port and IR measurements. The highest-temperature region designated in the dia-

gram is the strange-metal region. This region is characterized by linear ab-plane

resistivity and a linear scattering rate variation with frequency. The interplane con-
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ductivity is frequency independent in this region. Below the strange metal phase

is the pseudogap region. The resistivity in the c-axis direction develops a semicon-

ducting dependence in this region, and the line separating the two regions has been

based on c-axis transport measurements. The dashed line separating the pseudogap

region from the coherent region has been based on recent ab-plane infrared data.

Finally, the lowest temperature region is that of long-range superconductivity. The

line separating it from the normal state is the parabolic approximation.

Figure 2.3: The phase diagram of Bi-2212 based on transport and infrared measure-

ments. The dashed line labeled T* is the boundary between the high-temperature

strange-metal region and the pseudogap region.

In superconducting region with the maximum critical temperature (Tc) reached

at δ ≈ 0.15 value which is called optimal doping. The region of doping level δ <

0.15 is called underdoped whereas the δ > 0.15 is called overdoped. For the hole

concentration greater than δ = 0.25 the superconductivity vanishes and acts like a

metal.

A variety of physical probes reveal a captivating feature of this state, a partial or

incomplete gap already in the normal state that resembles the superconducting gap,

in both magnitude and symmetry, leading to a view accepted by many theoreticians

and experimentalists that the origin of the pseudogap may be intimately related to

5



superconducting pairing at T < Tc. An alternate point of view holds that the pseudo-

gap represents a state that competes with superconductivity. Infrared spectroscopy

has an outstanding track record in probing various gapped states in solids, and this

research has provided important contributions to the experimental picture of the

pseudogap state in cuprates.

2.3 Electronic properties of Cuprates

All Cuprates contain at least one CuO2 conducting planes in the unit cell. The

copper-oxide planes are checkerboard lattices with squares of O2− ions with a Cu2+

ion at the centre of each square (see figure 2.4(left panel)). Each copper atom forms

a bond with six oxygen atoms four of them are on the CuO plane and the rest two

are above and below the CuO plane. As it shown in figure 2.4(right panel) above and

below the CuO planes there are other ions and act as a charge reservoir (CR) can

accept or donate electrons to CuO planes [1].

Figure 2.4: (Left panel)CuO2 planes made from CuO4 squares sharing corner oxygens

and (right panel) schematic view of the electronic layers in copper oxide supercon-

ductors. Taken from [1]

From band theory calculations the undoped cuprate material indicate that it

should be metallic, but in reality it is insulating. The result is not a failure of the
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details of the calculations it is just because of the chemical valency considerations

also imply that it should be metalic. The electronic confugration of the undoped

cuprate material has an odd number of electrons per unit cell this results half filled

valence band. Looking at the electronic configuration of the each element in the

CuO2 compound.

• Cu = [Ar]4s13d10

• O = [He]2s22p4

The electronic confugration of the Cu2+ ions that form the basis for the super-

conducting compounds is: [Ar]3d9 nine of the ten available d-orbital energy states

are filled. In the Cu−O coordination polyhedra (octahedra, pyramids, and squares)

that form in the cuprate superconductors, these energy levels are nondegenerate. The

oxygen 2p orbitals, which are directed between the oxygen atoms, are at low energy

and, therefore, are completely filled with six electrons. The shapes of the Cu − O

coordination polyhedral are such that there are four near in-plane oxygen neighbors

and one (pyramidal) or two (octahedral) apical oxygens more distant when present.

This makes the energies of the orbitals with z components (i.e. toward the apices) be-

cause of lower repulsion from the oxygen orbitals. This results that the nine electron

configuration has a single unpaired electron in the dx2−y2 orbital (see Figure 2.5(b)),

which points toward the in-plane oxygens. The single unpaired electron carries a spin

of 1/2.

In isolated atoms these orbitals are discrete energy states but in solids, where the

atoms are close together, the orbitals interact, and the sharp atomic energy states

become bands of energies. The similar energy of the O 2p states and the Cu 3d states

leads to the situation shown in figure 2.5(c). The electrons fill half of the Cu dx2y2-

derived band, and the high-energy part of the oxygen derived band has almost the

same energy as the highest occupied copper states. This is more complicated than

in the usual electronic oxides, but the complexity continues. This type of picture

would predict that Cu2+ oxides with the superconducting structure types should be

metallic conductors. They are, instead, electrical insulators. The standard picture

7



Figure 2.5: (a) Cu-O coordination polyhedra found in copper oxide superconduc-

tors.(b) d electron configuration for Cu21, (c)schematic picture of the energy states

in copper oxide superconductors, and (d) split dx2y2 band for interacting electrons in

cuprates (UHB is upper Hubbard band and LHB is lower Hubbard band).

8



for the electronic properties of solids assumes that the electrons are not interacting

with each other, only with the underlying atomic lattice. In the copper oxides, this

is not the case and they do interact.

The interaction between electrons is greatest in half-filled bands, which is exactly

the case for the cuprates. The addition of the second electron to the dx2y2 orbital takes

a significant amount of extra energy, because it is repelled by the electron already

present (called on-site repulsion energy). The reason is that the energy states for the

second electron are higher than the first electron, and there is a gap of non allowed

energies between the two. The bandgap between the highest occupied oxygen states

and the empty part of the Cu dx2−y2 band (see figure 2.5(d)) is what leads to the

insulating behavior.

The electronic structure of CuO2 plane is described by models generalizing the

Hubbard Hamiltonian. The Hubbard mechanism splits the Cu d-band into two i.e.

upper and lower Hubbard band (see from the figure 2.5 (d)) due to a large correlation

gap of 8 eV because of strong Coulomb repulsion(U) on Cu dx2−y2 [10]. The highest

occupied band (sometimes referred to as charge-transfer band) is about 1.7 eV below

the upper Hubbard band and is derived from predominantly O 2p-bands and the

fillled Cu d-band.

The Hubbard Hamiltonian has two components the first component is the hopping

integral. The hopping integral is typically represented by the letter t because it

represents the kinetic energy of electrons hopping between atoms. The second term

in the Hubbard model is then the on-site repulsion, typically represented by the letter

U because it represents the potential energy arising from the charges on the electrons.

Can be written in second quantization notation, the Hubbard Hamiltonian then takes

the form:-

H = −
∑
ij

∑
σ

tijCjσC
+
iσ +

1

2

∑
ijkl

∑
σσ,

〈ij|U |kl〉C+
iσC

+
jσ,Clσ,Ckσ (2.1)

where σ =↑, ↓ is spin index here we consider only spin 1/2 fermions, Ckσ= are

fermions annihilation operators, C+
kσ the complex conjugate is creation operator, and

tij=represents the hopping integral between sites i and j while U is a two body

9



potential (e.g. coulomb).

tij =

 t, if (i,j)forNearestNeighbour

0, otherwise
(2.2)

And the interaction potential

〈ij|U |kl〉 =

 U, if i=j=k=l

0, otherwise
(2.3)

Now for the Nearest neighbor and for the case of i = j = k = l the hamiltoniam

of one band Hubbard model simplifies to

H = −t
∑
i

∑
σ

C+
iσ +

U

2

∑
σσ,

C+
iσC

+
iσ,Ciσ,Ciσ (2.4)
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CHAPTER 3

Optical Properties

In the first section we present discussion of classical model (i.e Drude-lorentz model)

used to descride the optical properties of cuprates at 300K. Then we report the static

optical reflectivity data of optimally doped Bi2Sr2CaCu2O8+δ in the normal state.

In the second section we introduce the theoretical models that are essentional to

give the physical interpretaion of the time-resolved reflectivity measurement data.

Finally, the formalism of the differential model that we propose using the classical

approach is presented.

3.1 Static Optical properties

The classical treatment of interaction of radiation with solids can be explain based on

the Lorentz and Drude oscillators[11]. The Lorentz model is applicable to insulators,

since it describes all direct interband transitions i.e. all transitions for which the

final state of an electron lies in a different band but with no change in k- vector in

the reduced zone scheme. The Drude model is applicable to free electron metals by

considering only the intraband transitions i.e. all the transitions within the same

band which is not involving in a reciprocal space. The lorentz and Drude model are

good starting points to model the optical properties of solids.

3.1.1 The Drude-Lorentz Model

The Lorentz model is used to describe frequency dependent polarization due to bound

electrons to the atom core. This oscillator allowed us to model materials which has

optical properties are dominated by a single resonance frequency (or absorption line).

11



To derive the mathematical equation of the Lorentz model we consider the motion of

an electron bound to the nucleus and described by the equation.

m
d2r
dt2

+mγ
dr
dt

+mω2
0r = −eEloc (3.1)

Wherem is the electronic mass, e is the magnitude of the electronic charge, Eloc is the

local electric field acting on the electron as a driving force, mγ dr
dt

represents viscous

damping and provides energy loss mechanism, and mω2
0r is the restoring force.

To reach on equation(3.1) we make two approximations first one is the nuclues

has infinite mass and the second one is we neglect the force (−ev x B
c
) coming out

of the the interaction of the electron with the magnetic field of the electromagnetic

wave it is because the velocity of the electron is very small compared with c.

Solving the second order differential equation by considering the local field is time

varing in the form of phase e−iωt then the solution of 3.1 becomes

r =
−eEloc
m

1

(ω2
0 − ω2)− iγω

(3.2)

and the induced dipole moment (P = −er) is

P =
e2Eloc
m

1

(ω2
0 − ω2)− iγω

(3.3)

Since the displacement r is small a linear relationship is exist between P and Eloc

P = α(ω)Eloc (3.4)

Where α̂(ω) is the frequency-dependent atomic polarizability. Comparing equation

3.3 and 3.4 we find the equation for the polarizability

α(ω) =
e2

m

1

(ω2
0 − ω2)− iγω

(3.5)

The polarizability is complex because of the damping term. As a result, the

polarization differs in phase from the local field at all frequencies. If there are N

atoms per unit volume, the macroscopic polarization is

P = N 〈p〉 = Nα 〈Eloc〉 = χeE (3.6)
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Where χe is the electric susceptibility. We make also an assumption by considering

〈Eloc〉 = E; this equality is far from obvious. And the displacement is given by

D = εE = E + 4πNP (3.7)

Now from equation 3.5, 3.6 and 3.7 the dielectric function is given as following;

ε (ω) = 1 +
4πNe2

m

1

(ω2
0 − ω2)− iγω

(3.8)

From equation 3.8 we can drive the Drude part dielectric function just by setting the

ω0 = 0 we obtain

ε (ω) = 1− 4πNe2

m

1

ω (ω2 − iγ)
(3.9)

The origin of the γ in the Drude model for the free electron model is electron

scattering. It is known that the damping term is the related to the mean free time

between collisions by γ = 1/τ . The τ depends linearly with temperature but it is

independent of frequency in the Drude model. The dielectric function(ε).

ε (ω) = 1 +
ω2
p

(ω2
0 − ω2)− iγω

(3.10)

Where N = number of atoms per unit volume, γ = the scattering rate, and ω2
p =

4πNe2

m
.

If we consider classical atoms with more than one electron per atom the dielectric

function given in equation 3.10 modified in to

ε (ω) = 1 +
4πe2

m

∑
j

Nj(
ω2
j − ω2

)
− iγjω

(3.11)

Where Nj be the density of electrons bound with resonance frequency ωj and N =∑
j Nj . The quantum mechanical version of this equation can be written as the

following

ε (ω) = 1 +
4πNe2

m

∑
j

Nfj(
ω2
j − ω2

)
− iγjω

(3.12)

Where ωj is the transition frequency between two atomic states separated by ~ωj and

the parameter fj is the oscillator strength is the measure of the relative probability

of a quantum mechanical transition. The sum rule for f is given by∑
j

fj = 1 (3.13)
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Considering the frequencies out of the frequency range the dielectric function is

written as the following form, which is called the Drude-Lorentz model.

ε (ω) = ε∞ +
∑
j

ω2
pj(

ω2
j − ω2

)
− iγjω

(3.14)

Where ε∞ is called the ’High-frequency dielectric constant’, which represents the

contribution of all oscillators at high frequencies (compared to the frequency range

under consideration).

The complex dielectric function and the complex conductivity can be written in

the similar way

ε = ε1 (ω) + iε2 (ω) (3.15)

and

σ = σ1 (ω) + iσ2 (ω) (3.16)

The real and imaginary parts of the dielectric function and the conductivity are

related by a couple of simple equations
σ1 (ω) = (ω/4π) ε2 (ω)

σ2 (ω) = − (ω/4π) [ε1 (ω)− 1]

(3.17)

The Drude optical conductivity σ (ω) derived from equation 3.17.

4πσ (ω) =
ω2
p

1/τ − iω
(3.18)

In experiments the measured quantity is the reflectivity from solids so the rela-

tion between dielectric function and the reflectivity is very crucial to understand the

results. The equation that relates ε and the reflectivity at the normal incidence is

given by the following formula

R =

∣∣∣∣1−√ε1 +
√
ε

∣∣∣∣2 (3.19)

The refractive index n2 (ω) = ε (ω) so equation 3.19 can be rewritten as

R =
(n1 − 1)2 + (n2)2

(n1 + 1)2 + (n2)2 (3.20)
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3.1.2 Kramers-Kronig relations

The principle of causality due to an electromagnetic field states that dielectric func-

tion can be splitted as a real and imaginary parts.

ε (ω) = ε1 (ω) + iε2 (ω) (3.21)

Where ε1 is real and ε2 is the imaginary parts of the dielectric function. The two

parts of the dielectric function are not independent one from the other but they are

related by the Kramers and Kroing (KK) dispersion relations. The KK relations are

written as:

ε1 (ω) = 1 +
2

π
P

∫ ∞
0

ω
′
ε2

(
ω
′)

ω′2 − ω2
dω
′

(3.22)

And

ε2 (ω) = −2ω

π
P

∫ ∞
0

ε1

(
ω
′)− 1

ω′2 − ω2
dω
′

(3.23)

Where P indicates that we have to take the principal values of the integral since we

are doing the integration on the complex plane.

3.1.3 Sum Rule

The dissipative part of the dielectric function satisfies the so-called sum rule. The

sum rule satisfy integral relation of quantities that are constant during temperature

changes. The origins of sum rules are related to conservation laws and causality of

the response functions. The implications of sum rule more importantingly, the global

oscillator strength sum rule which is related to the integral of the imaginary part of

dielectric function [12]. ∫ ∞
0

ωε2 (ω) dω =
2π2ne2

me

(3.24)

Where e the charge of electron, me the electron mass, and n the number of electrons

per unit volume involved in the interaction with the electromagnetic wave. The

integral of equation 3.24 is a measure of the energy absorption for all frequencies.

The sum is frequently defined in terms of the effective number of electron per

atom(neff ) contributing to the optical properties over finite range. Equation 3.24
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can be written as ∫ ωc

0

ωε2 (ω) dω =
1

2
π

(
4π2Nαe

2

me

)
neff (ωc) (3.25)

Where Nα is the density of atoms. There is another sum rule which is related to

plasma excitations. The integration to infinite frequency in Eq 3.24 can rarely be

exercised because of experimental constraints[13].

The sum rule has several applications here we will mention some of them. The first

one is the integral can be limited to a finite range of the frequency in the electronic

band width of w. Then equation 3.24 modified to∫ w

0

ωε2 (ω) dω =
2π2ne2

mb

(3.26)

This is called the partial sum rule. Where mb is the band mass and is different from

the free-electron mass.

The second application of sum rule is it can be applied to metals and can tell us

information about an effective number of carriers contributing in the spectral weight.

Since the sum in the infinite frequency range we can define spectral weight(SW) and

the value is given by the formula 3.28. It remains constant as long as the integral is

till infinity.

SW =

∫ ∞
0

σ1 (ω) dω (3.27)

The third application of sum rule is in cuprates. When we brought the HTSC

below the critical temperature the electrons form a superfluid condensate. This results

a condensate in the optical conductivity as a delta function at zero frequency. At

the same time a gap opens up in low frequency part of the spectrum where the

optical conductivity is close to zero (see figure 3.1). In the T ≥ Tc or in the normal

state the conductivity is characterized by the Drude peak. To estimate precisely

the contribution of the superconducting condensate the best way out is taking the

difference in spectral weight between the optical conductivity in the superconducting

and normal state. This is called Ferrel-Glover-Tinkham (FGT) sum rule.

SW = SWinter + SWintra =

∫ ∞
0

σ1 (ω) dω (3.28)
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Figure 3.1: Optical conductivity of Bi-2212 at Tc and for Tc.

3.1.4 Static Data and Fit

In this section we report the in-plane reflectivity data of Bi2212 optimally doped in

the normal state (300 K). These measurements have been performed by Dirk van der

Marel’s group by using different techniques, in order to cover all the spectral range

between 50 cm−1 and 36000 cm−1 . The data between 6000 and 36000cm−1 have been

collected with spectroscopic ellipsometry, whereas the infrared region of the spectrum

was measured through reflectivity at normal incidence[14].

A simpler and more realistic picture the optical conductivity of the cuprates is a

contribution of several simultaneously present features. The first contribution peaked

at zero frequency, exhibits a lineshape strongly dependent on temperature, varies

linearly with temperature [15]. It is well described by a Drude absorption where γ is

independent of the ω.

The two mid-infrared(MIR) peaks in the interband region are centered (≈ 0.5, 0.8

eV) are represented by the lorentz oscilator. The origin and the physical process be-

hind the MIR peaks are still debated [12], in the normal state the possible explanation

could be transitions quasiparticles from the low-Habbard band(LHB).

The next two oscilators (i.e. ≈ 1.45, 2 eV) are related to charge transfer transi-

tions. These are transitions of a hole from the Cu dx2−y2 band to the fermi energy in

the O− 2P orbital [15]. The rest six lorentz oscilators centered at (≈ 2.7, 3.85, 4.35,

and 5 eV ) are for the interband transitions.
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By taking in to account all the above mentioned results and including the elec-

tronic transitions at higher frequencies we can model the optical conductivity of the

cuprates at 300 K by means of the Drude term plus n Lorentz oscillators peaked at

non-zero frequencies ωj(j = 1, ..., n). We obtain

σ (ω) =
ne2τ

[m∗ (1− iωτ)]
+

ω

4πi

n∑
j=1

fjω
2
j(

ω2
j − ω2 − iωγj

) (3.29)

To summarize the contributions to the dielectric function of all families of the

HTSC in the normal state, can be generalized using the following equation.

ε (ω) = ε∞ −
ω2
p

ω2 + iωγD
+
∑
j

ω2
p,j(

ω2
j − ω2

)
− iγjω

(3.30)

Where equation 3.30 contians ε∞ is the High-frequency dielectric constant, Drude

part peaked at zero frequency with ωp plasma frequency and width γD and the inter-

band tansitions are repreasented by the lorentz oscilators.

From the result of published paper by Molegraaf [14] the ωp are temperature

dependent. The plasma frequency decreases as square of temperature (see figure

3.2). Classically, temperature dependence of the 1/τ is linear and increasing. These

two results are important to fit the differential reflectivity data.

The static reflectivity (R) can be derived from the dielectric function as can be

seen in equation 3.31. Using the two models i.e. the Lorentz and the Drude model

the idea is to discuss the static optical properties of the High Tc superconductors.

R =

∣∣∣∣∣1−
√
ε (ω)

1 +
√
ε (ω)

∣∣∣∣∣
2

(3.31)

We can use the dielectric function as an input to calculate the reflectivity in wide

range of frequencies and we can understand the electronic structure of cuprates.

In figure 3.3 the solid line is the fit to the data. The fitting function is the result

of Drude term and several bound Lorentz oscillator each of them corresponds to the

electronic structure of the cuprates. This kind of modeling enables to understand

the effect of each oscillator on the total dielectric function and reflectivity. From the

reported data we note that below 10000 cm−1 (≈ 1.25 eV) the dielectric function is
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Table 3.1: Parameters used to fit the ε1 (ω) , ε2 (ω) and R (ω)

parameters T=300 K (cm−1)

Extended Drude ε∞ 2.62

ωp 16901

γimp 625

ω0 4264

Mid-infrared peak ω2
p0 22041800

γ0 4069

ω1 6789

ω2
p1 8142014

γ1 3925

ω2 11650

ω2
p2 5307060

γ2 3500

ω3 15409

ω2
p3 45542000

γ3 8905

ω4 21300

Interband transitions ω2
p4 223159025

γ4 13898

ω5 30756

ω2
p5 320536896

γ5 6908

ω6 678934946

ω2
p6 214474009

γ6 6396

ω7 40421

ω2
p7 756372000

γ7 7518
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Figure 3.2: Temperature dependence of the screened plasma frequency ωp for opti-

mally doped (top) and underdoped (bottom) Bi2Sr2CaCu2O8−δ.The calculated tem-

perature dependence of plasma frequency

characterized by a Drude-like response. The fitting is done based on minimizing of

the χ2 value.

Conventional Drude model successfully accounts for the room temperature spec-

trum of metallic cuprates [15]. The conventional Drude model describes the optical

conductivity for non-interacting electrons with a asingle and frequency independent

scattering rate. But in the superconducting state of the Cuprates the scattering rate

arises from the electron-electron and electron-phonon interactions and the scattering

is both frequency and temperature dependent. In that kind of situation the conven-

tional Drude model is insufficient. To overcome this problem we need to use Extended

Drude Model [16, 17, 18, 19].

3.2 Experimental Energy Scale

As it shown in figure 3.4 the characteristic energy scales involved in the study of high-

temperature superconductors. The IR and optical spectroscopy probe excitations and

20



0.8

0.7

0.6

0.5

0.4

0.3

0.2

0.1

R
ef

le
ct

iv
ity

 

14x10
312108642

wavenumber[cm
-1

]

 Bi2212 R 300K
 fit_Bi2212 R 300K

-30

-20

-10

0

ε 1

35x10
3302520151050

wavenumber[cm
-1

]

 Bi2212 ε1 300K

 fit_Bi2212 ε1 300K

10

8

6

4

2

ε 2

35x10
3302520151050

wavenumber[cm
-1

]

 Bi2212 ε2 300K

 fit_Bi2212 ε2 300K

Figure 3.3: Bi2212 optimally doped data at 300 K reflectivity, real and imaginary

parts of the dielectric function respectively(from top to bottom). The blue line is the

fit and the green one is the data.
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Figure 3.4: Characteristic energy scales in high-Tc superconductors. Infrared and op-

tical spectroscopies allow one to probe electronic excitations in the frequency range

from 20 cm−1 to at least 50,000 cm−1. Several other techniques described in this

section are suitable for extending the low-energy boundary down to microwave fre-

quencies.

collective modes in the energy region from about 20 cm−1 (0.0024825 eV) up to 50

000 cm−1 (6.20625 eV).

The measurements in this thesis are collected in Near-infrared region is of special

interest to superconductivity, since it includes both the electronic transitions, Drude

plasma edge and the psuedogap region[13].

3.3 Time-Resolved Optical properties

Time-resolved optical reflectivity measurement is the result of photo-induced exci-

taion. We exploit pump-probe technique to study the relaxation dynamics of the

quasi-particles in Normal state.

In this section we present the two and three temperature model to interpret

the non-equilibrium dynamics in normal state Bi2212 optimally doped sample. We

present also the formulation of differential model we propose in order to fit the dif-

ferential reflectivity signal.
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3.3.1 Two-Temperature Model

The two-temperature model (2T model) used for the first time by Anisimov for met-

als [20]. Later in 1987 Allen has used the this model to interpret the pump-probe

measurements on metals [21].

Now let’s describe the two temperature model: First the incident pump beam

excite electrons in the conduction band while phonons are at eqiulibrium. This creates

non-equilibrium electronic distribution results an increase of electron temperature Tel

(electron thermalization). Electron-electron interactions control the attainment of

a quasi-equilibrium electronic subsystem distribution at a characteristic relaxation

rate γel = τ−1
el . Then the electrons start to interact with phonons until they reach to

equilibrium. After the equilibruim point the temperature of electrons (Tel) decreases

while the temperature of the phonons increases (Tph)(see figure 3.5). After some

time the electrons and the phonons are in equilibrium, so the system has globally

a temperature value higher than the initial one. Through heat diffusion from the

surface to the substrate leads to the recovery of the initial temperature within several

nanoseconds.

Phenomenologically, the physical picture two-temperature model can be described

by the following two equations.
Cel

dTel
dt

= Pin (t)− g (Tel − Tph)

Cph
dTph
dt

= g (Tel − Tph)

(3.32)

Where Cel, Cph are the electron and phonon specific heat respectively, Pin is the

incident pump beam, g = γel−ph.Cel represents the electron-phonon coupling constant

and can be calculated from the Eliashberg function.

The electronic specific heat is defined as Cel = γel.Tel. The electron-phonon decay

rate and the electron-phonon coupling constant are related by the equation 3.33, the

formula is derived by Allen [22].

g =
3~λγ 〈ω2〉
πkB

(3.33)

Where γel is the coefficient of electronic specific heat and 〈ω2〉 is the distribution of
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the frequency spectrum phonon and KB is the boltzmann constant. Solving equation

3.30 we get time evolution of the electronic temperature (Tel). The value of τel is

calculated by Allen 1987 [22].

τel =
πkBTel

3~λ 〈ω2〉
(3.34)

The rise time of Tel in 2-T model is determined by the width of the incident pump

laser pulse, while the decay rate (or fall time) is governed by the τel−ph. The electron-

electron scattering rate time τel is generally considered very short, typically 100 fs or

less, so the thermalization of the electron subsystem has usually been assumed to be

an almost instantaneuos process [2, 23].

Figure 3.5: Results from solving the 2-T model with a Gaussian-shaped excitation

pulse, illustrating the nonequilibrium heating conditions when the electron tempera-

ture( Tel) exceeds the phonon temperature (Tph). Taken from [2].

The two temperature model also assumes that the change in reflectivity to be

proportional to the change of electronic and lattice temperatures. So the variation

of reflectivity measured is the measure of distribution of quasi-particles near the

fermi level. For a thermalized non-equilibrium electrons with Tel we can say that

∆R ∝ ∆Tel. The experimental justification is done by Rosei [24].

But this is not enough in reality we must also take in to account the temperature

variation of lattice because the thermal expansion of the lattice and shift of the bands

it results variation in optical properties. So the total variation of reflectivity becomes

∆R = A∆Tel + B∆Tph. Where A and B are constants. The part ∆R originated

from the lattice ∆T varies in the time scale of longer than the diffussion of heat so

it manifests as a change in the background of the ∆R signal. The variation of pulse
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reflectivity is solely electronic effects if the sample is thin to limit the transport of

heat which could affect the signal.

3.3.2 Three-Temperature Model

The three temperature model (3T model) is an extension of the two temperature

model. It is a model used to interprete the differential reflectivity signal of supercon-

ductors. The model starts by considering the phonons have two subsets:

1. A limited number of modes, which interact more strongly with the electrons,

and

2. A complementary subset of nearly noninteracting modes.

Electrons transfer energy to the phonons that are more strongly coupled with a

characteristic time τα = 110 fs. Because of their small specific heat, this small sub-

set of the total phonons acquires an effective temperature Tp > Tl. Already after

τ=3τα=330 fs, the hot electrons and hot phonons reach a common temperature Tp
∼=Te=Tl +δT βe =300 fs, and the dynamics of hot electrons and hot phonons become

similar. The electronic cooling can still proceed due to a residual scattering with the

cold lattice modes. Moreover, we expect that hot phonons dissipate their energy by

means of anharmonic decay. The relaxation by anharmonic cooling and scattering

with cold phonons takes place with time constant τβ=2 ps. After 3τβ, the sample

surface is in local equilibrium at Tl = 60 K. Heat diffusion from the surface to the

substrate leads to the recovery to the intital temperature within several nanoseconds.

As can be seen from the figure 3.6 the 3T model has one extra intermediate process

than in the 2T schematic figure 3.5. The rate equation of the three temperatures (i.e

Te (τ), Tp (τ), and Tl (τ)) is given by three first order differential equations.

∂Te
∂τ

= − 3λΩ3
0

~πkB
ne−np
Te

+ P
Ce

∂Tp
∂τ

= Cp
Cl

ne−np
Te
− Tp−Tl

τβ

∂Tl
∂τ

= Cp
Cl

Tp−Tl
τβ

(3.35)
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Figure 3.6: Sketch of the energy transfer during the relaxation process. Hot electrons

generate hot phonons with characteristic time τα, while hot phonons dissipate their

energy their energy on a time scale τβ >> τα.

Where P is the FWHM of the gaussian incident pump pulse, Ce = γTe, Cp =

3fΩ0
∂np
∂Tp

and Cl = 3(1 − f)∂np
∂Tp

is the specific heat of electrons, hot phonons and

the rest of the lattice respectively, f is the fraction of total modes that are strongly

coupled with the electrons where as (1−f) lattice modes that are more weakly coupled

barely contributes to the temporal evolution of Te and has been therefore neglected.

The decay time τβ describes anharminic decay of hot phonons. The solution for the

three temperature model can be given by the double exponential formula, can be

written this way

θ (t)
[
K1e

−t/τ1 +K2e
−t/τ1

]
(3.36)

where τ1 and τ2 are the decay time of the two dynamics, θ (t) is a step function

that accounts for the pump pulse incident on the sample, and K1, K1 are constant

amplitudes.

3.3.3 Differential Reflectivity Model

Formulating differential reflectivity to fit the time-resolved experimental data is the

corner stone for this thesis work. The model is based on the classical Drude-lorentz

model to calculate total dielectric function of the system(see section3.1). We used

the result of the static fit parameters reported in section 3.1.4.

To study the non-equilibrium dynamics in the Bi2212 optimally doped sample

due to the pump pulse excitation in the variation of reflectivity we need to fit the

∆R/R data with a procedure. The differental signal can be represented by equation

3.37.
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The differential signal is proportional to the change in electronic and lattice tem-

peratures of the sample during the pump excitation. In classical Drude formalism

the ωp and γD are the only terms that depend on the temperature due to the pump

excitaion. To fit the differential refletivity data we choose these two parameters of

the Drude part that changes during the pump excitation.

∆R

Req

=

(
Rexc

[
ω
′
p, γ

′
D

]
−Req [ωp, γD]

)
Req

(3.37)

Where ωp and γD are the plasma frequency and scattering rate of Drude for the

equilibrium reflectivity(i.e taken from the static fit) (see table 3.1) while the ω′p and

γ
′
D are the plasma frequency and scattering rate of Drude for the excited system by

the pump pulse (1.5 eV).
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Figure 3.7: The differential reflectivity model calculated by changing only the ωP and

γD.

The temperature dependence of these parameters is key point to let them free

inorder to take to account the temperature change of the sample due to the incident

pump pulse. The γD has a character of changing the amplitude of the signal of the

∆R/R without changing the sign change point where as ωP changes the sign change

point with respect to what we have in γD and changes largely the low frequency part

(see figure 3.9 and 3.8). so this behavior of the parameters are important to reproduce

the exact sign change point. The black arrow in the figures shown in the direction of

increasing temperature.
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Figure 3.8: The differential model: the different plots shown are made by slight

change of ωP with respect to the equilibrium value. The black arrows show the plots

are with decreasing ωP .
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Figure 3.9: The differential model: the different plots shown are made by slight

change of γD with respect to the equilibrium value. The black arrows show the plots

are with increasing γD.
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The procedure we prepare for the differential fit has a number of advantageous; it

is easy and friendly to use by letting only two parameters vary but the others are fixed,

less time consuming, it gives a good approximation in the MIR spectral region (see

figure 3.7), it is implicitly Kramers-Kronig relation constrained, and finally suitable

to describe temperature dependencies.
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CHAPTER 4

Experimental Set-up

This chapter is devoted to the detailed description of the experimental setup schema-

tized in figure 4.2 and 4.3. The chapter organized in the following way: in the first

section is a brief description of the pump-probe technique. The second section is

about the description of the generation, compression and amplification of ultrashort

laser pulses at a repetition rate of 250 kHz [25, 26]. The third section is about the

pulse characterization both in time and space while the last section is about the

data acquisition system and the experimental improvement made using the SOLAR

monochromator(i.e. M266).

4.1 Pump-probe technique

Pump-probe technique uses two beams (see figure 4.1); the strong beam called pump

and the weak one called probe. A pump pulse excites the sample and takes it out

of the equilibrium state. The pump beam passes though Scan delay this helps us

to pump the sample at regular interval. The interval between two pumps should be

longer than the response of the sample to ensure that there is no overlap of excitation

events between the current pump and the previous pump. The second pulse probes

the response of the system due to the excitation event created by the pump. To come

up with a complete picture of the system response to the event we need to probe the

sample over the entire cycle.

The way the delay line works is fairly simple. There is a retro-reflector on a rail

system. The retro-reflector can be positioned along the rail by computer control of

a stepper motor. If the retro-reflector moves backwards and lengthens the path, it

takes that much longer for the pump pulse to reach the sample than the probe beam.
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For example: If you moved the retro-reflector back 1 mm then the path is lengthened

2 mm which takes the beam (2 · 10−3m) / (3.0 · 108m/s) = 6.7 picoseconds longer to

reach the sample. This means you can probe the sample 6.7 picoseconds after it has

been pumped. If you keep doing that you can probe it 0, 6.7, 13.4, e.t.c. picoseconds

after it has been pumped. This gives us the time evolution of optical property of the

system at one point on the surface of the sample as a function of time. This works

when we have both the spatial and temporal coincidence between the two beams.

Figure 4.1: Typical schematic set-up of the pump-probe technique

4.2 Laser system

As shown in the figure 4.4 the laser source has five major components and the process

to produce the short compressed pulse has six steps [27, 28, 29, 30].

1. The Verdi produces 18W of continuous wave laser light to pump the Mira-Seed

(8W ) and RegA (10W ).

2. The Mira Seed produces laser pulses centered at 800 nm wavelength with 4nJ

energy and 25− 50 nm bandwidth with a repetition rate of 76 MHz.

3. The stretcher rises the pulse duration of the ultrashort laser pulses up to 50 ps.

4. The stretched pulses goes to RegA 9000 are amplified up to 4, 30nm bandwidth

at 250kHz repetition rate.
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Figure 4.2: Where the box in the top right corner represents the laser system which

produces the 800 nm laser with a 250 kHz repetition rate; BS= the beam splitter has

10/90 reflectivity to transmitivity ratio; OPA = optical parametric amplifier; M1,

M2, and M3 are the gold mirrors used to direct the pulses to the sample where M4

and M5 are used to direct it on the photo diode; PD= photo diode; SM (f=30 cm)=

spherical lens used to focus the probe on the sample; L1 (f= 40 cm) = lens used to

focus the pump pulse on the sample; L2 (f = 12.5 mm) = used to collect the reflected

probe from the sample. L3 (f=7.5 mm) = used to focus the reflected probe on the

entrance slit of the M266 monochromator PC = the computed used to display the

signal.
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Figure 4.3: Optical set-up without the Monochromator. The only difference from

figure 4.2 is that, this setup is with out the monochromator.
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Figure 4.4: The Laser source

5. The amplified pulses are then send back to the strechter/compressor this time

for compression in time down to 50fs pulse duration is 3.

6. The compressed pulses are splitted by a beam splitter (BS) the 10 reflected

beam is used as a pump pulse for the experiment and the 90 transmitted beam

is used as a source beam for the OPA 9050.

4.2.1 Optical pump(Verdi V-18)

In our laser system the Coherent Verdi V-18 is the optical pump for both the Mira

Seed and the RegA. It is a compact solid-state diode-pumped, frequency doubled

Nd:Vanadate (Nd:YVO4) laser that provides continuum monochromatic green (532

nm) output, with 18 W of power output.The laser head uses a Neodymium Vana-

date (Nd:YVO4) crystal as active medium with the pump power provided by fiber

delivery; this medium is a homogeneously broadened system, so the Verdi tends to

naturally run single frequency, with the etalon reinforcing this behavior.The laser is

frequency-doubled because its lasing wavelengths are 914 nm, 1064 nm and 1342 nm.

Taking c = υ · λ (speed of light [c] = wavelength [λ]· frequency [υ]) into account it

is clear that doubling the frequency will halve the wavelength, bringing the middle

lasing wavelength (1064 nm) into the green part of the spectrum (532 nm).Because

of the very short lifetime of the upper-state excitations in Nd:Vanadate (Nd:YVO4)
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3.2 several watts of the pump power is needed to reach the saturation level and

consequently complete population inversion in the Vanadate.

4.2.2 Laser Oscillator(Mira-seed)

The laser oscillator or optical resonator see figure 4.5 is a femtosecond mode-locked

Ti:Sa laser. In simple terms the oscillator allows a single short pulse of light to bounce

back and forth between its mirrors. With the modes locked in phase a pulse can be

formed for full description of the mode-locking process see 4.2.2.1. Each time when

the pulse reaches the output coupler i.e. a partial mirror, a small percentage of is

allowed to pass through to form the output of the laser.

The Mira seed Laser uses a Ti:Sa, i.e. Al2O3 doped with Ti2O3 as an active

medium to convert the continuous wave pump laser from the Verdi V-18 in to short

laser pulses centered at 800 nm with bandwidth ranging from 25-50 nm. These short

pulses have repetition rate of 76 MHz and an average power of about 500 mW is

produced.

Figure 4.5: Mira seed oscillator

The Mira Seed oscillator uses a pair of prisms as shown in figure 4.6 to compensate

the positively chirped dispersion of the ultrashort pulse. The choice of a material,

orientation and distance between the prisms is such that they introduce a net negative

GVD, canceling out the positive GVD due to travel inside the other optical media

[31].
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Figure 4.6: Group velocity dispersion compensation

4.2.2.1 Optical Kerr effect for Mode-locking in Mira-seed

The physical process behind the mode-locked Mira emission is the optical Kerr ef-

fect.The optical Kerr effect is a non-linear self-induced effect happens when an intense

light is traveling through an active medium. The kerr effect can be described as a

modification of the refractive index induced by the electric field of the e-m radiation

itself. Scottish physicist John Kerr discovered its occurrence in 1875 and the effect

can occur in glasses, crystals and gases, though certain materials display the effect

stronger than others [31]. The intensity dependent refractive index (IRDI) in the

material is given by the following formula

n (I) = n0 + n2I (4.1)

The above equation governs the optical Kerr effect where n (I) is the total refractive

index, n0 is the linear refractive index, n2 is the second-order nonlinear refractive

index and I is the intensity of the incident light. Equation 4.1 highlights the fact

that the light itself can alter the index of refraction. When the intensity of the light

is high enough the electric field of the light becomes strong enough to distort the

atoms of the material and change its refractive index. As the beam is more intense in

the center than the edges, the index of refraction becomes higher in the center than

at the edges, which causes the light to focus. The effect of focusing due to optical

Kerr effects is known as Kerr lens or Self-focusing. The focusing due to the Kerr lens

stops when the beam’s diameter is narrow enough that its linear diffraction becomes

stronger and compensates focusing (see Figure 4.7).

The Kerr lens is only formed when the intensity of the light is extremely high,

such as the instantaneous intensity of a mode-locked pulse. The weak intensity of a
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Figure 4.7: The self-focusing of a laser beam in a medium with n2 > 0

CW laser is not intense enough to induce an optical Kerr effect. This mechanism of

self-focusing is used for mode-locking in the Mira-seed oscillator where the insertion

of a slit or aperture in the laser cavity triggers the mode-locking. In fact the intense

part of the pulse in the laser cavity are focused much more strongly than the weak

tails which are almost not focused. The inner and intense part of the laser have now

a transverse structure reduced in size and less vulnerable to losses in the cavity, while

its weak and outer one experiences enhanced losses. This leads to self mode-locking

of the laser. The slit as it shown in figure 4.8, increases the difference between the

losses experienced by the weak part in respect to the heavily attenuated part. The

diameter, position and shape of the slit must be calculated and adjusted precisely.

Figure 4.8: Kerr lens mode-locking

4.2.3 Stretching and Compression Stage(Compressor/stretcher)

The stretcher is used to increase the Mira-seed pulse duration up to 30 ps, while the

the compressor should reduce it back to about 50 fs after amplification. The most ef-
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fective way to achieve this purpose is with grating-based stretcher and compressor(see

figure 4.9). In the following we discuss each step separately.

Figure 4.9: Expander-Compressor layout

Figure 4.10 shows the simplest grating configuration, where long-wavelength com-

ponents travel a larger distance than the short-wavelength components.This intro-

duces an effective negative dispersion i.e. opposite to the one exprienced by the same

pulse in the dispersive medium. The dispersion can be tuned easily by changing the

distance between the two gratings. This setup is used as a compressor. Figure 4.11

Figure 4.10: Schematic layout of a grating-based compressor. where the long-wave-

length shown in red and the short-wavelength shown in blue.

shows the grating-based stretcher which involves also two focusing lenses that act as

a telescope. The lenses are placed at a distance 2f (where f is the focal length of the

lens) from each other and at a distance L from the gratings. If L < f , the setup acts

as a positive-dispersion stretcher and if L > f , it is a negative-dispersion stretcher.

In our case we have a positive disperion stretcher.
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Figure 4.11: Schematic layout of a grating-based stretcher.

Figure 4.12: RegA Q-switch operation

4.2.4 The Laser amplification(RegA)

RegA 9050 is a regenerative amplifier system which amplifies the pulse energy from

the Mira Seed. RegA requires only a few mW of output power from the oscillator

and amplifies it to the µJ level [30]. The verdi laser is used as a pump source for

the RegA, amplification of the Mira-seed oscillator occurs at a repetition rate of 250

kHz.

The RegA 9050 can operate in two ways the first one is when the Verdi pump

beam induces gain to build up in the Ti:Sa, the regenerative amplifier is working in

CW when the ejector is off and as soon as the ejector is turned on a pulse is ejected.

In this case the RegA 9050 acts as the stand alone laser cavity, it can work in CW

or Q-Switched (see figure:4.12.

The regenerative amplifier can also be used as an amplifier for seed pulses. The

injector traps the seed pulse in the cavity, while the pump beam makes gain to

establish in the active medium. The pulses are amplified at each pass through the

Ti:Sa (so at each round trip in the cavity) and finally the ejector allows the pulse to
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Figure 4.13: The schematic view of the RegA seeded operation. Taken from [3]

exit the cavity (see figure 4.13, 4.14).

Figure 4.14: The pulse build up in the RegA seeded operation

The pulse ejection and injection in RegA are performed by an acusto-optic mod-

ulator (AOM) that works with high efficiency and so fast that manages to exploit

the 3 -long energy storage time of the Ti:Sa to produce stable operation at very high

repetition rate.

The RegA amplification layout consists of Titanium: sapphire modelocked oscil-

lator, Titanium: sapphire regenerative amplifier(RegA 9050), and Verdi pump laser.

The RegA amplifies the low energy femtosecond pulses from the Mira laser to of

energy as it described above.

4.2.5 The Optical parametric Amplification (OPA)

An optical parametric amplifier (OPA) is one example of this more general class of

nonlinear optical devices. In optical parametric amplification, the shortest wavelength

beam is called the pump and has the most power. The other input beam is called the

signal and the resulting third beam is called the idler. Under proper conditions, the

conversion process can coherently accumulate through the complete passage through
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Figure 4.15: The RegA amplification layout

the nonlinear material and the signal and idler waves both grow with the pump wave

decaying [25]. The energy conservation condition is expressed as:

ωpump = ωsignal + ωidler (4.2)

For a given pump wavelength, the matching between the two input beams is given by

rotating the direction of propagation through a birefringent OPA crystal. By rotating

the crystal through just a few degrees the signal wavelength can be tuned from 1200

nm to 1600 nm and the idler simultaneously scans from 1600 nm to 2400 nm. For a

given signal wavelength and the idler wavelength can be drived from equation 4.2

λidler =
800nm · λsignal
λsignal − 800nm

(4.3)

where λidler is the wavelength of the idler, 800 nm is the wavelegngth of the pump,

and λsignal is the wavelgth of the signal.

The OPA 9850 is a wavelength conversion accessory for the Coherent RegA Ti-

tanium: sapphire mode-locked regenerative amplifier system. To generate ultrashort

laser pulses tunable in wavelength with an amplified Ti: sapphire laser system, one

needs to use an optical parametric amplifier (OPA). The Optical Parametric Ampli-

fier used in thse thesis has produces amplified femtosecond pulses tunable from 1200
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to 2400 nm at a 250-kHz repetition rate [29]. As can be seen in the figure 4.16 the

Figure 4.16: The layout of the OPA

800 nm RegA output enters the OPA and is split by M1 with 75% of the energy

going into the OPA crystal (X1) via M2, passing through a wave plate (WP1), and

from M3 to D1. The remaining 25% passes through an Ir1, and is focused by lens L4

onto Sapphire crystal "S", which produces a white light in the 460-1600 nm spectral

range. The white light (WL) is collimated by lens L5. The WL then passes through

an adjustable optical delay (first pass), consisting of M4 and M5. M4 and M5 share

a common mount that is adjusted by an external micrometer so that the optical

paths of the WL and 800 nm at optic D1 exactly match. The 75% of the incoming

RegA beam is combined with white light which come from a first pass through the

OPA crystal. After the first pass through the OPA crystal (BBO material), a small

amount of signal and idler are generated. The signal is then separated from the 800

nm pump and is reflected off of a second fixed optical delay, mirrors. The 800 nm

pump is reflected off of an adjustable optical delay, mirrors. The 800 nm pump and

signal beam are then recombined for a second pass through the OPA crystal. After

the second pass through the OPA crystal, the idler, signal, and remnant pump beams

exit the OPA. The signal wavelength can be angle-tuned by an external micrometer.

The crystal angle allows the selection of one wavelength out of the continuum and
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then amplifies the signal strongly at that wavelength.

4.3 Characheterization of pulses

A full characterization is needed to correctly determine the experimental condi-

tions.The parameters to be characterized are the fluence on the sample, the pulse

duration and thier spectrum.These parameters can be characterized with the follow-

ing procedures:

1. The pulse duration can be measured with an autocorrelator and Optical sam-

pling techniques (i.e. cross-correlation measurements). The cross-correlation

measurements is possible only when a shorter reference pulse is available.

2. The peak power can be measured directly with a power meter.

3. The pulse energy can be calculated from the average power and repetition rate.

Epulse =
Pavg

Rep.rate
(4.4)

where Epulse is the pulse energy, Pavg is the average power measured directly

using the photo diode, and Rep.rate is repetition rate. From the pulse energy

the fluence can be calculated as

Fluence =
Epulse
A

(4.5)

where A = πr2 is the area of the spot. The pump fluence before the attuenator

can be calculated as

Imax =
Pmax

Rep.rate · τpulse · A
(4.6)

where Imax is the maximum fleunce of the pump before the attuenator, Pmax is

the maximum power of pump measured using the power meter, Rep.rate = 250

kHz is the repition rate of the pump, τpulse is the pulse duration of the pump

and A is the spot of the pump on the sample. Considering the effects of the

two plates in the attuenator and the windows of the cryostat we calculate the

absorbed fleunce by the sample

Iabsorbed = Imax · 0.92 · 0.92 · 0.96 (4.7)
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The attuenator is used to set the pump fleunce at different values. The 0.92

is taking to account the the plates in the attuenator and 0.96 is to take in to

account the window of the sample.

4. The spatial beam profiles can be measured by the CCD camera and an optical

objective.

5. The probe spectrum can be aquired with a spectrometer (HAMAMATSU C9914GB).

4.3.1 Autocorrelation measurements

The measurement of the pulse duration of ultrashort laser pulses with ordinary elec-

tronics is impossible directly. One technique to measure the ultrashort laser pulse

intensity versus time is the intensity autocorrelation. As it shown in the figure 4.17

this technique is based on the second harmonic generation (SHG).

Figure 4.17: Internal look of the autocorrelator.

The pulse to be measured enter in the hole and splitted by a beam splitter; half

of the pulse pass though a variable delay and both focused by a spherical lens on the

second harmonic generator crystal. When the two identical pulses become coincident

spatially and temporally the second harmonic signal is generated and the detector

can measure the signal intensity versus the delay time. The signal prduced by the

second harmonic has twice the frequency of the input pulse with a field envelope that

is given by

ESHG
signal ∝ E (t)E (t− τ) (4.8)
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where τ is the delay. The instantaneous intensity is proportional to the product of

the intensities of the two pulses. And given by the formula

ISHGsignal ∝ I (t) I (t− τ) (4.9)

The photodoide is slow to resolve the instantaneous intensity, so it measure the

integrated value:

A2 (τ) =

∫ ∞
−∞

I (t) I (t− τ) dt (4.10)

Where A2 is the intensity autocorrelation. The superscript(2) implies the second-

order harmonic autocorrelation. To calculate the bandwidth we have to consider the

signal is the convolution of the two Gaussian pulses. So we have to divide it by
√

2 in

order to get the deconvoluted pulse duration. For example the pulse duration of RegA

output pulse is 50fs (see figure 4.18). All autocorrelation measurements should be

totally symmetric; any lack of the symmetry is an indication of a lack of dispersion

balance between the two beams of the autocorrelator or detector saturation.

Figure 4.18: Shows the figure taken form autocorrelator of 800 nm pulse duration

4.3.2 Cross-correlation measurements

In order to determine the pulse duration of the OPA pulse (probe), we do a cross-

correlation measurements. The experimental set-up we used for the cross-correlation

measurement is shown in figure 4.2 except we used a second harmonic crystal(BBO
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non-linear crystal) instead of the samples in the cryostat. After the crystal we put

the photo diode that will measure the signal intensity versus the delay. Based on

the assumption of the pump pulse doesn’t pass through any medium up to the same

position of the Autocorrelator or the pump pulse pass through a medium but it is

compensated by the negative GVD created in the compressor. Having said that we

do the measurements and we got the results shown in figure 4.19.

Figure 4.19: Cross-correlation measurements on the different wavelength of the probe

pulse

FWHMOPA =

√
(FWHMcross)

2 − (FWHM800nm)2 (4.11)

where FWHMOPA, FWHMcross, and FWHM800nm are the full width half maximum

of the OPA pulse, the cross-correlation and the pump pulse(800 nm) respectively.

From autocorrelation measurements we have FWHM800nm= 50 fs and From the

cross-corelation measurments FWHMcross = 85 - 120 fs. Using equation 4.11 the

FWHMOPA becomes 68.74fs− 109.09fs for the wavelength range 1200− 2222nm.

This result is plotted in figure 4.20.

4.3.3 Peak Power of OPA

The power which is coming out of the OPA contains the Signal and the Idler, these

two are orthogonally polarized. At an angle of the polarizer 220 ◦ we can get only
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Figure 4.20: The pulse width from cross-correlation measurements versus the wave-

length of the probe beam. Where the horizontal red line shows the pulse width of

the 800 nm.

the Signal and at 130 ◦ only the idler. Using the circular polarizer the power of the

signal and the idler can be measured separetly using the powermeter (see figure 4.21)

Figure 4.21: The signal and the idler power of the OPA versus the wavelength

4.3.4 Spatial beam profiles

The characterization of Spatial beam profile both the pump and the probe pulse size

is important. Before we start any measurements we have to check the pump spot

(90µm) is bigger in size than the probe spot (37µm). This is just because to make

sure that we are probing the uniform and homogeneous part of the sample that is

excited by the pump pulse (see figure 4.22).
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Figure 4.22: Shows the spot size of the pump and probe beam. Where the left side

is the probe while the right side is called the pump.

4.4 Data Acquisition System and Main Improvements

In this experiment we use a new acquisition system by implanting the M266 monochro-

mator before the photodiode. The monochromator is used to cut the broad probe

signal in the form of the spectral lines with a bandwidth about 10 nm and scan in

the range that the signal exists.

4.4.1 Experimental setup using the Monochromator

The use of M266 monochromator is to produce a single spectral line by selecting from

a broadband signal input. The M266 monochromator works in the spectral range of

180- 3600 nm. It has an adjustable entrance and two exit(Lateral and axial ports)

slit, three gratings, and two collimating mirrors. M266 monochromator is controlled

automatically by interfacing with the computer using a High-speed USB (see figure

4.23).

The purpose of the two slits in this monochromator is to control the size and

position of the beam passing through the slit. The edges of the slit are very carefully

machined so that the distance between the two edges through which the light passes

are equidistant all along the slit opening. The slit width (0-2000 micrometer) is

adjustable, and controlled by the program. To focalise signal on the entrance slit we

use a spherical lense.

Once signal enters from the entrance slit, it is redirected by the first mirror toward
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Figure 4.23: Exact M266 monochromator from solar laser systems.

the grating. The surface of these mirrors must be reflective in the wavelength region

of the light involved. The surface can be polished aluminum, silver or gold. This

metal is sometimes covered with a protective coating that prevents the metal from

tarnishing, obviously also transparent to the light involved.

The grating (50x50x10mm) is used to disperse the wavelengths in space so that

they are no longer parallel but instead leave the grating at slightly different angles

i.e. angles dependent upon the wavelength. It is automatically controlled and we

have three gratings each works in a specific wavelength range.

4.4.2 Characterization of the Monochromator

In the experimental set-up (see figure 4.2) we put Monochromator after the cryostat

to can cut the broadband OPA signal in narrow wavelength band (≈ 10nm) (see

figure 4.24. This method allows us to get a details information of the differential

reflectivity around the sign change point (see section 5.3).

Putting the monochromator before the cryostat disperses the probe beam and it

was difficult to focus on the sample with a small spot size.

We carryout also a measurment with interference Filters to check if we can able to

select the a narrow wavelength band. The interference filter we used selects a narroe

frequency band centred at 1320 nm with bandwidth of 12 nm (see figure 4.25).
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ence filter infront of the entrance slit
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Another interesting check on the Acquisition system is whether we don’t lose any

resolution due to the monochromator acquisition system. From the cross-correlation

measurements the pulse duration value of the OPA (i.e. the probe pulse) which is

≈ 70 fs. From the time-frequency indeterminacy principle.

∆ω.∆t ≥ 1

2
(4.12)

and

∆ω =
2πc

λ2
∆λ (4.13)

The maximum resolution in wavelength of the monochromator that we measure using

the interference filter at λ=1300 nm, ∆λ=12 nm (see figure 4.25) using these values

the ∆ω

∆t ≥ 1

2.∆ω
= 45fs (4.14)

Since the pulse duration from the indeterminacy principle is smaller than the cross-

correlation measurements. We can conclude that we don’t lose resolution with the

monochromator acquisition system.

4.4.3 Lock-in detection

The Lock-in amplifier from Stanford research SR830m relays on the concept of phase

sensitive detection for the operation. The main reason for using the a lock-in amplifier

is to recover signals from noise. The phase sensitive detection refers to the modulation

or rectification of an AC signal by a circuit which is controlled by a reference waveform

derived from the device that modulates the signal[32]. The phase sensitive detector

effectively responds to signals which are coherent (same frequency and phase) with

the reference waveform and rejects all others. The problem of an AC signal is the

average value is zero so to record a value from this kind of signal we must rectify

it. We use a lock-in amplifer to exploit the frequency selection and the optimization

of the signal-to-noise ratio 4.26. As can be shown in the figure 4.26 all the spectral

noise not centered at ω remains AC modulated and is removed by a low-pass filter

[33]. The photo diode detector multiplies two signals: the signalaquired from the

experimental and the sinusoid signal generated from the chopper with frequency
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Figure 4.26: The Lock-in Detection system

equal to (f = 13kHz). The output signal from the photodiode is a product of input

signal (experimental AC signal) and the reference AC signal. Let’s now assume the

inputs AC signal as Vinput = V0 cos (ωint+ θin) and similarly the reference AC signal

Vref = V1 cos (ωref t+ θref ).

The photodiode detector output is given by the product of the two AC signals.

VPD = V0V1 cos (ωint+ θin) cos (ωref t+ θref )

=
1

2
[cos [(ωin + ωref ) t+ (θin + θref )] + cos [(ωin − ωref ) t+ (θin − θref )]]

All the spectral noise not centered at ωref remains AC modulated and it is removed

by a low-pass filter. As we describe above the only signal that survive is when

the frequency of the experimental AC signal is equal to the reference frequency i.e.

ωin = ωref .

VPD =
1

2
V0V1 cos (θin − θref ) (4.15)

Equation 4.15 shows that the output signal is a DC signal. So we conclude that the

frequency of the lock-in reference frequency should be the same as the signal frequency

(i.e. ωin = ωref ) then returning the noise-free DC component as the output of the

lock-in amplifier.

This procedure allows us to acquire the pump induced ∆R/R, without the noise

related to other frequencies. The choice of the chopper’s frequency has some con-

straints: it has to be the highest possible value, in order to suppress the 1/f noise,

but lower than the laser repetition rate because, in that case, only a few pulses would

pass through the open window of the chopper.
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CHAPTER 5

Experimental Results

In this thesis work we performed time-resolved refectivity measurement on optimally-

doped Bi2Sr2Ca0.92Y0.08Cu2O8+δ single crystal (Tc= 94 K). The sample was kept at

room temperature in ultrahigh vacuum (10−8 mbar). The tunability of the laser

source repetition rate allows us to avoid significant average heating of the sample

and to optimize the signal-to-noise ratio in the detection of the transient reflectivity

variation. A repetition rate of 250 kHz is used through out this thesis work.

We aquired two different sets of data: the first with the full bandwidth of the OPA

in the spectral range of 1200-2400 nm (with 50 nm step) by exploiting the Optical

parametric amplifier(see section 4.2.5) and the second one is using the monochromator

to improve the spectral resolution (see section 5.3).

5.1 Tuneable wavelength pump-probe experiment

In the pump-probe technique we are measuring the modifications of the optical prop-

erties of the sample.

The figures 5.1 and 5.3 are the 2D matrix plot of the pump-probe experiment

in the full spectral range where the color scale is ∆R/R, the x-axis is the delay

time in picosecond and the y-axis is the wavenumber. Figures 5.2 and 5.4 are ∆R/R

versus the delay time of single scan measurements for each wavelength, where a sharp

increase of |∆R/R| occurs at zero delay due to the incident pump pulse.

The measurement of the full spectral range were performed at absorbed pump

fluence (φ ∼892 and 446 µJ/cm2) for a total scan range of 20 ps. The absorbed

pump fluence calculation is explained in section 4.3. Each measurement is resulted

by averaging out large number of scans(approximately 300 scans for each wavelength).
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The number of scans increase when the the absorbed pump fluence decreases in order

to maximize the signal to noise ratio.
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Figure 5.1: The graph is 2D matrix plot at φ ∼ 892 /cm2 in spectral range of 4166.67

- 9174.31 cm−1. A horizontal white line present in the plot is due to the OPA laser

source gives too low signal in that spectral range.

In the 2D matrix plot we can clearly see the sign change point in the reflectivity

from positive (blue) to negative(red) at about 8000 cm−1. The sign change point is

slightly different for different pump fluence (we discuss this in section 5.5). Different

dynamics in the vicinity of the sign change point is obseved (see inset of 5.2) this

is because of the dynamics of sign change. This finding demonstrate that the com-

mon approach of treating single wavelength ∆R/R traces in terms of a simple 2/3

temperature model is wrong in the vicinity of the sign change.

However only far enough from sign change point the dynamics of the scan at a

single wavelength can be interpreted in the usual approach of the 2/3 temperature

model. We fit the data in order to give an estimation of the relaxation dynamics

duration far from the sign change point. And we report figure 5.5 the fit of single

scan measurement. The fit is done with double exponential function for the two

dynamics contribute to the signal(see equation 6.1). We find τ1= 103.43 fs and τ2 =
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Figure 5.2: Single scan measurement at fixed wavelength and the inset plot is the

measurement near the sign change point.
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Figure 5.3: The graph is 2D matrix plot at φ ∼ 44.6 /cm2 in spectral range of 4166.67

- 9174.31 cm−1. A horizontal white line present in the plot is due to the OPA laser

source gives too low signal in that spectral range.

3

2

1

0

-1

-2

∆R
/R

 (
10

-4
)

151050
Delay time [ps]

 1150 nm   1714.3 nm 
 1200 nm   1784.6 nm 
 1250 nm   1866.7 nm 
 1300 nm   1963.6 nm 
 1350 nm   2080 nm
 1400 nm   2222.2 nm 
 1450 nm   2400 nm
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Figure 5.5: The fit of single scan measurement at 2080 nm wavelength.

1046.4 fs for two dynamics contributing to the signal.

We aquire ∆R/R versus the wavenumber by taking the line profle of the 2D

matrix plot of 5.1 at different instant with vertical slices. Figure 5.6 and 5.7 shows

the experimental ∆R/R versus the wavenumber at different instants of the delay time
1. Those measurements evidence that the sign change point moves towards higher

energies with the delay time.
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Figure 5.6: The reflectivity variation versus the wavenumber at different delay time

in the spectral range of about 4000-9000 cm−1 (φ ∼ 892 /cm2).

1Conversion factor:- 1 eV = 8,065.54 cm−1 = 1,239.84 nm
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Figure 5.7: The reflectivity variation versus the wavenumber at different delay time

in the spectral range of about 4000-9000 cm−1 (φ ∼ 44.6 /cm2).

5.2 Linear Dependence of Differential Reflectivity on absorbed

pump fluence

The ∆R/R measurements at different pump fluences have been conducted in order

to check the linearity of ∆R/R signal and relaxes on the time scale of heat diffusion

(τ ≈ nanoseconds). Figure 5.8 shows the different ∆R/R measurements versus delay

time. The negative background is due to lattice heating. Figure 5.9 which shows the

linear dependence of maximum value of ∆R/R on absorbed pump fluence.

5.3 Pump-probe experiment with improved spectral resolu-

tion

This set of measurement with the monochromator (see experimenatal set-up 4.2) gives

detailed spectral information especially near the sign change point. Figure 5.10, 5.11

show the 2D matrix plot and the single scan measurement at a fixed wavelength. In

both plots we observe sharp increase of |∆R/R| of the signal occurs at zero delay,

which corresponds to the incidence pump pulse on the sample. The single scan

measurements also shows a fast relaxation dynamics, which was not in measurements
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Figure 5.9: Dependence of the absorbed
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performed with the OPA full-bandwidth (see section 5.1). This fast dynamics could

be either an artifact due to wavelengths cross-talking in the monochromator set-up

or a physical effect of the improved spectral resolution.

However to avoid this question we mean out about 200 fs to obtain the ∆R/R

trace versus wavelength thus we exploited those measurments mainly to have precise

spectral response curves with worse temporal resolution(≈ 200fs). In figure 5.12 we

report the ∆R/R trace versus wavenumber at zero delay. In this graph a more precise

sign change point can be calculated.

5.4 Near-infrared and Supercontinuum Differential Reflectiv-

ity

To have a more complete dynamical spectral information we join the set of data

obtained in this thesis work in the near infrared spectral range (0.5 - 1 eV) to the

data obtained in the visible spectral range (1-2 eV) with the supercontinuum (SC)

probe on the same sample by our collaborators [34] and [Giannetti et.al. submitted

to Nat. Commun.].

There is a difference in fluence between the two experimental data. In order to
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Figure 5.10: The upper graph 2D matrix of single wavelength scans measurments

shown in Lower plot in spectral range of 1140 - 1320 nm (φ ∼ 624.94 /cm2).
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Figure 5.11: The upper graph 2D matrix of single wavelength scans measurments

shown in Lower plot in spectral range of 1220 - 1400 nm (φ ∼ 624.94 /cm2).
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Figure 5.12: The reflectivity variation versus the wavenumber at zero delay time in

spectral range of 1140 - 1320 nm (φ ∼ 624.94 /cm2).

match the data we multiply our measurements by a factor which is equal to the

ratio of the fluences. Secondly, to account the difference in the signal due different

aquisition methods we did 800 + 800 nm pump-probe measurements. Comparing

this data with the supercontinuum probe data at the same wavelength we get a scale

factor of 1.4.

The ∆R/R data of the Supercontinuum part is positive while the IR data is neg-

ative at energies below the sign change point (≈ 8200cm−1) while it becomes positive

above. Roughly speaking the experimental data resembles the curves proposed in

section 3.3.3 from the differential model, when changing ωp and γD of the Drude

term. Those aspects will be discussed in more detail in the discussion.

5.5 Sign change dynamics dependence on Fluence

To study the Sign change dynamics related to the (∆R/R = 0 point) we fitted the

∆R/R (ω, t) versus the wavenumber (see figure 5.6) with a polynomial of power two

at each instant of delay time. We obtain the sign change point by simply finding the

zero of the fitted polynomial.

The result is reported in figure 5.14 and it shows the dependence of the sign change
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Figure 5.13: The near-infrared and supercontinuum probe fitted with the differentail

model.

point ( ∆R/R = 0) versus the delay time at different absorbed pump fluences. As the

absorbed pump fluence increases the sign change energy (∆R/R = 0) also increases

(see figure 5.15).

The sign change point moves to higher energy as the delay time increase. The sign

change dynamics shown in figure 5.16 is fitted with a double exponential function we

find τ1 = 960fs for the fast peak and τ2 = 1560fs.
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CHAPTER 6

Data Analysis and Discussions of Results

In this chapter we use the theoretical models discussed in section 3.3, to give a

description of the non-equilibrium dynamics occuring in the sample during the time-

resolved experiments reported in the previous section (see section 5.1).

6.1 Differential Reflectivity Fit

We fit the data ∆R/R versus the wavenumber by the conventional Drude model. The

fit is applied both to the full infrared (IR) spectral range (4166.67 - 9174.31 cm−1)

(see figure 6.2) and to the joint IR and SC spectrum (see figure 6.1).
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Figure 6.1: Time-resolved reflectivity of both the IR and SC data with the differential

fit.

We automatically fit the data in the spectral range of 4166.67 - 9174.31 cm−1 with

a differential model (see section 3.3.3) and we aquire the new values of γD and the

ωP at each instant. The fit is done based on minimizing the χ2 for the data at each
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instant of delay time [35].
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Figure 6.2: Differential reflectivity data and the fit in the 4166.67 - 9174.31 cm−1

spectral region.

Here we report the result parameters and the fit in figure 6.3, 6.4. The fit function

is given by the following equation.

f (t) =
1

σ
√

2π

∫ e−(
t
′
−t0

)2

2σ2

αe−
(
t
′
−t−t0

)
τ1 + βe

−
(
t
′
−t−t0

)
τ2

 dt
′

(6.1)

Where σ is the gaussian duration, α, β are constants, and τ1, τ2 are two time

recovery dynamics constants. The integral is performed over the time interval of the

measurement. The width of the Gaussian function is the temporal Full Width Half

Maximum (FWHM) equals the value obtained by the cross-correlation measurement

(≈ 80-120 fs) on the pump and the probe.

τ1 (in fs) τ2(in fs)

γD 202 786

ωp 104 869

Table 6.1: Results of the fit
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In table 6.1 we report the fitting results of τ1 and τ2 according to the three

temprature model the first decay time τ1 is the relaxation of the hot electron and

some strongly coupled bosons while the second decay time τ2 is the relaxation of hot

phonons to the substrate lattice. In the fit we find that τ1 from ωp is half of the

value calculated from the γD. The first few hundred femtoseconds of the dynamics is

dominated by electronic response (in the Normal state) to the incident pump pulse

[8], [2] so we can write ωp ∝ −T 2
e , where Te is the electronic temperature in the

contrary γD ∝ Te [14, 13]. And if we assume that Te ∝ e−t/τ1 it supports pretty well

our result.

6.2 Fleunce Dependence of ∆γD and ∆ωp

We apply the same procedure but for a different fluence. We report figure 6.5, and

6.6 which shows the dependence of ∆γD and ∆ωp on the absorbed pump fluence (φ).

∆γD = γD,new − γD,stat (6.2)

Where ΓD,new is the new calculated value from the fit and ΓD,stat is the calculated

during the fit of the equilibrium static reflectivity (see table 3.1). A Similar formula

is applied to calculate the ∆ωp.
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The dependence of the ∆γD is linear and increasing while the ∆ωp have a power

law dependence(α = 1.2) on the absorbed fluence.

From the papers published by Basov and Molegraaf we have a linear dependence

in temperature for the γD and quadratic temperature dependence for the plasma

frequency [13, 14]. When the absobed pump fluence increase the temperature of the

sample increases (i.e approximately both have linear relationship). Now based on

this, comparing with the results that we find for γD it gives as a good result so to for

ωp.
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CHAPTER 7

Conclusion

In this thesis work we have reported time-resolved optical spectroscopy data for

Bi2212 optimally doped at 300K. A double exponential decay dynamics is ubiquitous

in the collected data supporting the picture of three temperature model.

The time-resolved reflectivity data collected are fitted with the differential model

here developed and proposed. The model is compatible with the exprimental data.

The two free parameters, γD and ωp changes 1414 to 1430 cm−1 (175-177 mev) and

14641 to 14634 cm−1 (1.817-1.816 eV) respectively during the full recovery dynamics

of the system. We found a linear dependence in fluence of the ∆γD while the ∆ωp

decreases with power law (α =1.2). This tells us the differential reflectivity optical

properties could possibly determined only by the charge carriers in the Drude part.

A detailed study of the sign change point dynamics of the differential reflectivity

in the normal state, evidences the delicate interplay between the two dynamics of the

Drude electrons lifetime and plasma frequency.

The main experimental achievement in this thesis work has been the implementa-

tion of a monochromator in the time-resolved set-up to strongly improve the spectral

resolution on the sign change of the differential reflectivity.

A further improvement of this work consists in performing a differential reflectivity

fit of the ∆R/R data by using the one-componenet approach (Extended drude model)

and can be applied for different samples.
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